RI TA SI DE



DANI EL
M sunderstanding is pain, R TA

RI TA shi vers.
DANI EL
Under st andi ng, therefore. Is the
sol uti on.
Pause.
DANI EL

Hel p nme to understand.

Soundt rack qui ets.

DANI EL
That’'s all | ask.
RI TA's arnms drop
RI TA

That's all ?

DANI EL sm | es.

DANI EL
Yes.
RI TA
Then all you had to do was ask.
DANI EL
That so ? Well, then | ask.
Oficially.
RI TA

| have a story.

DANI EL
Way don’t you begin then. |1’ mdying
of anticipation.

RI TA (BEG NS SLOW
Once with ny father

DANI EL nods in approval.

RI TA
| was a girl. And | caught nmy first
fish. It was alive. So | took it to

himto take off the hook.

DANIEL’s smles fat, snug.



RI TA
He used a pair of pliers, and
pul l ed the hook right out through
its lip.

DANI EL st ar es.

Rl TA
| cried because the fish was
bl eedi ng on his hand, but he smled
at ne and said, it’'s ok.

DANI EL stares, transfixed.

RI TA
It 11 die anyway.
RI TA
So he strung it over a branch.
Pause.
DANI EL ( RAPT)
And ?
RI TA
And it died next to his last fish.
My fish, his fish ... Skin on skin.

DANI EL’ s pal ns8 begin to sweat. ADAMANTHA | ooks at RITA with
flat affect.

Long pause.

DANI EL
So ?
RI TA
You get it.
DANI EL | ooks at RI TA.
DANI EL

But | don’t understand.
RI TA stares at DANI EL.

DANI EL
VWhat dammt !

RI TA | ooks at ADAMANTHA. ADAMANTHA shifts unconfortably,
| ooks at DANI EL.



ADVMANTHA ( NERVQUS)
Hey.

DANI EL i gnores ADAMANTHA, ecstatic.

DANI EL
You' re not being clear !

DANI EL points gun at RITA, fires. Blanks pistol. R TA | ooks,
flat affect. DANIEL stares, shifts on his feet. Fires again.

Rl TA
That doesn’'t scare ne.

ADANVANTHA | ooks back and forth between DANI EL and RI TA,
pani cky but trying not to showit.

ADANVANTHA
Hey ! This. This is boring ! Be
funny !

DANI EL

ADANMANTHA
O just shoot the bitch !

DANI EL

ADANMANTHA
Cone on, show her !

RITA is silent.

ADANMANTHA
| can do it

DANI EL (TO RITA)
You have to be clear.

RITAis silent.
DANI EL
It’s no good if it’s just a fish
story. You need to be clear.
DANI EL re-levels gun on RITA. Stares.
RITAis silent.

DANI EL st onps, furious, and whips bl anks gun agai nst hal
wal | .



Slight tears well below DANIEL’s eyes. DAN EL sweats. Turns
to ADAMANTHA, stares at her, ADAMANTHA still | ooking at
RI TA. ADAMANTHA st ar es.

RI TA
You can’t. Can you.

DANI EL | ooks at Rl TA.

DANI EL
|’mnot allowed. There' s a
di fference.



